Traditionally, RadChem 2018 was organised in cooperation with the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) and was sponsored by the International Union of Pure and Applied Chemistry (IUPAC).
Since the previous conference, the number of participants increased again-RadChem 2018 was attended by 334 participants from 36 countries from all parts of the world, from which the most represented countries were the Czech Republic, Germany, Russia, China, France Japan and Slovakia. A new feature for RadChem series was the large number of Chinese participants (18) and significantly increased French representation (17). Compared to RadChem 2014, the number of US and Canadian participants slightly decreased-probably due to the proximity in time of RadChem 2018 and MARC XI (Hawaii, 8-13th April 2018) . In total, 356 contributions were presented at the meeting-157 lectures, including 7 plenary and 14 invited, and 199 posters. The scientific programme was accomplished, except for the plenary lectures, in two parallel sessions. The programme of most of the sessions was opened with invited lectures. The poster presentations were organised into topical sessions and spread over 3 days to give the participants ample time for the discussion with the authors.
RadChem 2018 was honoured by being selected as the host of the celebration of the 50th anniversary of the Journal of Radioanalytical and Nuclear Chemistry. The anniversary was commemorated in a lecture ''Fifty years of the Journal of Radioanalytical and Nuclear Chemistry'' delivered by JRNC editor, dr. Zsolt Révay, during the Sunday evening opening session. The conference itself covered most of the topical issues in the field of nuclearand radiochemistry in a total of nine sessions including: The second appraisement was the Vladimír Majer Medal Award. Vladimir Majer Medal Award is presented by the Nuclear Chemistry working group of the Czech Chemical Society to scientists who significantly contributed to the development of nuclear chemistry or played a decisive role in the development of some of its branches. The medal is named after Prof. Dr. Vladimír Majer (*19. 3. 1903, 5. 7. 1998 ), a prominent Czech nuclear and physical chemist, one of the pioneers of the Czech radiochemistry. The 2018 medal was awarded to Prof. Jukka Kalevi Lehto, (*1. 10. 1953) head of the Head of the Laboratory of Radiochemistry at the Department of Chemistry, University of Helsinki, Finland. Prof. Lehto is internationally one of the leading radiochemists and an active member of the international radiochemistry society. He was awarded the Vladimír Majer Medal in recognition of his international contributions to ion exchanger development for radioactive waste treatment and investigation of geological and environmental behaviour of radionuclides.
Every day after the demanding conference scientific programme, the participants could have enjoyed a rich social and cultural programme. Besides the Welcome Reception celebrating the 50th Anniversary of JRNC on Sunday mentioned above, every evening played its specific role. The Beer Party on Monday evening presenting Czech cuisine and selection of local beers was well appreciated by participants. Undoubtedly, the cultural peak of this week social programme was the Tuesday night concert of Jiří Pavlica's Hradišt'an Dulcimer Band (http://www.hradistan. cz/en)-one of the oldest and most well-known Moravian dulcimer bands. Traditionally, Wednesday afternoon was dedicated to trips to historical monuments and nature beauties of the surroundings of Mariánské Lázně. Depending on the selected trip, the participants visited Karlovy Vary, Moser glassworks, Thun china factory, Loket medieval castle, SOOS nature reserve, Kynžvart chateau, Chodovar brewery, and Teplá monastery, where all the groups met in the evening for a joint celebration dinner. On Thursday evening, an amateur musician group composed of the conference participants presented a folkrock programme rehearsed on-site during the conferencethis was a second time that this RadChem 2014 successful musical experiment took place and clearly marked a start of a new tradition at RadChem conferences. Traditionally, the last of the social events was the Thursday night Singing Fountain performance at the spa colonnade.
